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Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 4 Row E Grave 19 lists an Unknown 
Canadian Officer of the Canadian Flying Corps. We know this to be a Canadian that 
was attached to the Royal Flying Corps (RFC), as there was no separate designation. 

A review of all applicable records provides clear evidence that the remains are those of 
Lieutenant Linton Valentine Gray, attached to service with the RFC subsequent to 
service with the Canadian Expeditionary Force. 
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Details of Findings: 


The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 10 Row E Grave 19 are those of 
Lieutenant Linton Gray, a Canadian serving as an Observer with the Royal Flying 
Corps. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Circumstance of Death (COD) file for Lieutenant Gray tells us that he was 
initially with the Saskatchewan Regiment (32 nd Battalion) prior to being attached 
to the Royal Air Force (Royal Flying Corps prior to amalgamation with the Royal 
Naval Air Service). He was “previously reported missing, now for official 
purposes presumed to have died’ on or since 1 6 August 1917. 

2. The remains of Lt. Gray were not knowingly recovered and buried under his 
name in a cemetery, as depicted by his El 3 War Graves Register {\NGR) and 
thus his name was added to the Arras Flying Services Memorial (Attachment #2). 
His name was not added to the Vimy Memorial, as all Canadians in service of the 
RAF or predecessors are named on the Arras Flying Services Memorial. 

3. The transfer of service of Lt. Gray is confirmed in the Ledgers of CEF Officers 
Transferring to the Royal Flying Corps (Attachment #3). This record shows that 
Lt. Gray was attached to 7 Squadron on 22 January 1917, was transferred to 27 
Squadron for a brief period in June 1917 and returned to 7 Squadron in July 

1 91 7. He was reported missing on 1 6 August 1 91 7 in France. 

4. A detailed summary of the fate of Lt. L. V. Gray is provided in the authoritative 
text “The Sky Their Battlefield If’ by Trevor Henshaw. On page 1 10 we find the 
information specific to this case: 

Date of Entry: August 16, 1917 
Aircraft Serial Number: A3856 

Aircraft Type: RE8 (Royal Aircraft Factory, 2 seater biplane reconnaissance or bomber) - 
reported as Napier Machine 

Unit: 7 Squadron (new RE 8’s in July 1917 operating over Ypres as reconnaissance) 

**: source of information is a “Casualty Report” 

CP: they were on a “Contact Patrol” 

End Result: the plane broke up and crashed east of the lines (so assume front line is 
running north-south) 

MIA: Missing in Action 

Casualties: Townsend and Gray killed in action 
Flight: left at 7:25 a.m. “Allied Time” 

Nationality: Lt. Gray is not noted as being Canadian, so it would be assumed he was 
British 

Destination: flight over Langemark to Winnipeg Road 

In summary, the document shows that Lt. Gray was on a reconnaissance patrol 
in an RE 8 two seater Napier built bi-plane in a flight over Langemark, north of 
Ypres, heading toward the area at Winnipeg Road. His pilot was Lieutenant 
Townsend. The plane broke up and crashed over the German lines, at which 
time both Townsend and Gray were killed. 
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5. The area where the flight originated was north of where the Canadian ground 
forces were in service in either 1915 or later in 1917. The flight originated in an 
area designated by Trench Map 20 (Routers) and ended in the area of Trench 
Map 28 (Ypres), so unrelated to other Canadian action (Attachment #5). The 
flight would have taken them on a path heading southeast from Poelcapelle- 
Langemark. 

6. A period trench map for the sector covered by Map 28 illustrates the path of the 
flight from Langemark, over the German front line in the vicinity of 28.C.5.d.40.45 
where the remains were recovered (Attachment #6). This was on a clear and 
southeast flight path, as reported, from Langemark to Winnipeg Corners to the 
east-northeast of St. Julien. We can suggest that the flight would have been 
subject to ground fire from the German trenches in sector 28. 5. d. 

7. We have used an overlay of the trench map on a modern day Google Earth 
image of the area to show the area that is overlapped between Map 20 and Map 
28 (Attachment #7). It may have been a straight-line flight, or the flight may have 
diverted slightly to the southwest for recon purposes. The deviation from a 
straight-line flight to the crash site may also be related to loss of control of the 
aircraft after being hit. Either way, the plane went down in enemy held territory 
and the remains would have been recovered by the Germans. 

8. The Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group (CEFSG) has prepared a 
detailed spreadsheet that provides information on all Canadian service men with 
unknown graves, thus on the Arras Flying Services Memorial (Attachment #8 or 
online version) . This includes all pilots, observers and gunners in the service of 
the RFC, RNAS or the consolidated RAF throughout the Great War. A copy of 
this database has been provided to Veterans Affairs Canada and the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. The spreadsheet clearly demonstrates 
that only Lt. Linton Valentine Gray can be considered as the Canadian Officer in 
the Flying Corps that is in the grave at the Bedford House Cemetery. A separate 
report on the pilot of the flight, Lt. D. W. O Townshend, shows that he was buried 
in Harlebeke New British Cemetery after his remains were exhumed from the 
Hooglede German Cemetery ( COG-BR) in July 1924. 

9. The Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) for the Bedford House Cemetery 
Enclosure No. 4 is clear that the remains in Plot 1 0 Row E Grave 1 9 are those of 
a Canadian Officer of the Flying Corps (Attachment #9). For clarification, there is 
no such unit as the “Canadian Flying Corps" but rather that is a reference to 
designate Canadians flying in the British “Royal Flying Corps". The “Royal Air 
Force ” was the amalgamation of the Royal Flying Corps RFC) and the Royal 
Naval Air Service (RNAS). 

1 0. The Concentration of Graves (Exhumation and Reburials) Burial Return (COG- 
BR) shows that the remains of the Canadian Officer were exhumed from 
location28.C.5.d.40.45 on or about 1 5 July 1 921 , some 3 years earlier than the 
discovery of the remains of Pilot Lt. Townsend (or as recorded elsewhere as 
Townshend). 
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The Canadian Observer (Lt. Gray) was explicitly matched to a “Napier Machine” 
which provides clear and indisputable evidence that it was the RE8 aircraft that 
crashed at that location where the remains were recovered. Despite our 
extensive research, we have yet to uncover any reference to the Machine Gun 
with the Serial #2340. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #1 1 ). 

It is our contention that all of the evidence clearly shows that the remains that are buried 
in Bedford House Cemetery Enclosure No. 4 in Plot 4 Row 10 Grave E are those of 
RFC Observer, Lieutenant Linton Valentine Gray. 


Historical Information: 

The following information is provided for historical reference purposes only and does not 
form an integral part of this report. It is noted here due to some inconsistencies as to his 
service in the CEF prior to transfer to the RFC. This analysis resolves any 
inconsistencies in the records and confirms it is the Lt. Gray in question. 

Linton Valentine Gray #41 1 1 65 was a 23 year old student when he attested to the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force on April 27, 1 91 5 as a member of the Canadian Army 
Service Corps (C.A.S.C.). He had 3 months prior service in the Canadian Militia with the 
72 nd Regiment (Seaforth Highlanders of Canada). He was taken on the with a 
Temporary Commission (Lieutenant) in the 32 nd Battalion (Calgary) on 13 July 1916, 
prior to transfer to the 1 st Canadian Mounted Rifles in October 1916 when transferred to 
France. In January 1917 he was attached to the Royal Flying Corps for duty as an 
Observer “on probation” and appointed a “Flying Officer” on 22 January 1917. He was 
seconded for duty with the RFC on 20 June 1917 and was reported missing on 16 
August 1917. 

Some records indicate that Linton Gray was taken on strength to the P.P.C.L.I (Princess 
Patricia Canadian Light Infantry) in July 1915, was accidentally injured (feet scalded in 
D. 4 Trench at Messines) in the trenches, and after recovery saw service with the 
C.A.S.C. and then to the 32 nd Battalion. Interpretation of the documents suggests that 
he went to the PPCLI & RCR Depot in the UK and not to the active fighting force of 
those units in the 7 th Infantry Brigade. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


W2317— 56 6000 11/17 H\VV(R1817 


Number Rank LiQUt. 

Jk- 

Unit Sask.Reg"t .^aU-t.RAF. 


Name 


GRAY. L. V. 


Next-of-Kin 


File No R.L. 






Date of Death 

Cause and Place of Deat h 

Cas. Sheet No. 

-- 

16-8-17. 

PREVIOUSLY REPORTED MISSING NOW FOR OFFICIAL 
PURPOSES PRESUMED TO HAVE DIED OH OR SINCE- 
16-8-17. 

994. 




Date of Burial 


Place of Burial 


Description of Grave 


v* 


• v' * 

-IVV tR- . '■ 

V <K 

>• ’ f- 


Lieutenant L. V. Gray 


Page 6 


Bedford House Cemetery Enc. 4 10.E.19 


ATTACHMENT #3 
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ATTACHMENT #4 
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ATTACHMENT #5 
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ATTACHMENT #6 



Hamiix 


Bulgare' 


rtfinjind 


M^> du Hibou V 


v Culvert 




Lieutenant L. V. Gray 


Page 10 


Bedford House Cemetery Enc. 4 10.E.19 




ATTACHMENT #7 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


This document is available for download as an EXCEL SPREADSHEET. 
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ATTACHMENT #9 



:EHENSIVE REPORT 

VES REGISTRATION REPORT FO 



SECTION 


REPORT No. 


J&r 

6U 


SCHEDULE No. 128 

V * Mr 


i 


No.l.Area I.W.G,0. 
PLACE OF BURIAL 


Commune :Zillebeke < 

Land belongs to 


BEDFORD HOUSE CEMETERY ENCLOSURE No. 
28.1.26, a. 9. 6. 



The following are buried here: — PLOT .10 •R0W ,, E ,, Gont .ALL CROSSES ERECTED. 




Regiment 


20th Manchester R 

K.R.R.C. 

Roy.Engrs. 

”-B l 'cor. 

Lancs Fus. 
Norfolk Regt. 


.49520 McKINNONi/ 

UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRIT CSH SOLDOSER 
UNKNOWN BRIT CSH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRIT CSH SOLDIER 


r 


Cdn Flying. Corps. 


No. 


Name 


Rank 

and Initials 


Pte.J . 


t*e33¥< UN K NO WN -BR IT E&H --SOLDIER (LOWTERj) 
UNKNOWN BRITISH , SOLD IE i 
UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRIT CSH SOLDIER 
UNKNOV/N BRITISH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER (D.C.M. 
UNKNOWN CANADIAN OFFICiSR 
j UNKNOWN BRIT CSH SOLDIER 
| UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER (MACHIb 


Date 
of Death 


/» !!)■ C/ 


ic/'ty. 


Cross Erected 
or Despatched 


Map 

Reference 


6t 

7 C 

8 C 

9 



(6 31 5) W8219 — M901 20,000 10/16 H1VV(P237a) Forms/VV3372/l 
12-9-1 — M1303 30,000 1/17 
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ATTACHMENT #10 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Report Author 

Trevor Henshaw 

RFC/RAF Researcher/Author 

tstb2(a>outlook.com 

Investigator & 
Reviewer 

Tim McTague 

Canadian Expeditionary Force Study 
Group Review Team 

timmct(a)verizon.net 

Reviewer 
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